286                      A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

Dr. Well,' I have used no great matter of art you
see yet.

A. Nay, I don't know that; I suppose what you
do is pretty much in the dark, and imperceptible;
so you might use art, and I know nothing of it.

Dr. That's true, or else it would be no art.

A. But is my curiosity any offence to you, doctor?
if it is, I'll ha' done and say no more, but leave
you aod my friend together, for I don't come to
affront you, far from it, I assure you.

Dr. No, no, 'tis no offence at all to me; only
since you seem to talk friendly and freely, give me
leave to ask you some questions first, and then I'll
state yours for you, and answer them directly, and
I hope to your satisfaction.

A. With all my heart; ask me what you please.

Dr. What did you suppose me to be, or what did
your friend tell you I was, before you came?

A. And you will promise me not to take it ill if
I speak plain English?

Dr. Not in the least; I'll put it into your mouth,
for I know what you took me for, as well as you do
yourself.

//. I doubt you do, sir; and that looks as if we
were in the right.

Dr. Not at all neither, but of that afterwards ;
you and your friend took me for a necromancer, a
magician, one that deals with the Devil, can raise
the Devil, converses with him, and by his help can
resolve difficult questions, give answers in doubtful
cases ; and, in short, that I am a conjurer.

A. And so you must be, I think ; or else how do
you know all this ?

Dr. How I know it, is not the question ; but
whether it is true or no.

A. Exactly true, to a tittle.

Dr. And if I am no such person, have I not then
a great deal of wrong done me ?